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Nik Burns
Sculptor

N

by Angie Boyer

estled away in the beautiful Shropshire
countryside is the workspace of sculptor
Nik Burns, a tranquil and inspirational
setting, where he is surrounded by nature.
“The combination of nature with machine is central
to my practice and offers a common theme
throughout my work,” Nik tells me, and it is inside
his workshop that the machinery becomes the
main focus.
“I have amassed a collection of old machinery and
tools,” he continues. “I love older machinery due to
its high quality; it often has an aesthetic that inspires

my practice. There are boxes of bits of copper and
brass, broken machine parts and oddities, things
I have collected obscure every available space.”
There’s a mood board wall of inspirational images
in his workshop too, “I draw from that during the
making process, in the early stages I refer to the
images a lot making measurements and working
out proportion and what goes where, as I get more
into the project I refer to them less and less as my
imagination takes over.”
The end result of that making process is unique,
sometimes quirky sculptures, bringing together Nik’s
fascination for, and love of machinery and nature.
“Ever since I was a small child I have loved to
make things, my mother was a market trader and I
would sit under her stall assembling things from bits
of card or wooden boxes. At school I excelled in art
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and design technology going on to study art,
graphic design and photography at A level. I took
a break from education to pursue a career in
photography from 2002 until 2010. “I felt the need
for a change of direction and I enrolled at Hereford
College of Art on the applied arts course as a full
time mature student. The three years were a real
chance to push myself and find my identity, I started
the course believing I would be a ceramicist, as I
was very interested in working with clay. I quickly
discovered the metal workshops and never really
left. I finished the three years achieving a first class
honours degree.”
In 2013, just one week
after his degree show,
Nik exhibited his work at
New Designers in London.
He returned the following year with his
work in the One Year On gallery, which directly
led to his sculptures being featured in ‘Making
Sculpture from Scrap Metal’, a book by Peter
Parkinson, whom he met at the show.
“I discovered my current style of work in
the last six months of Art College,” Nik recalls.
“Our final two projects really opened the doors to
what made me tick and the result was a series of
articulated insects with a giant one metre steel
hornet as my centre piece.” It was Nik’s hornet
sculpture that, in 2014, won him the Designer
Craftsmen Prize from the Society of Designer
Craftsmen.
“After discovering that creatures were my thing,
I continued to develop the theme looking firstly at
insects, then animal forms. I moved on to sea
creatures completely by chance after discovering a
lump of wood that vaguely resembled an angler fish,
I made some alterations with metal and was really
pleased with the result. The sea forms have really
taken over from all other pieces and are constantly
being developed.”
Nik explains that he often uses reclaimed items in
his work, “I use them as starting points and it can
add an element of familiarity for the viewer and
often creates a conversation. I frequent flea markets,
auctions, car boot sales and browse the Internet to
find unusual items. It could be an old car part that is
now a fish’s fin or an old garden sprayer that is now
a bezel for a light fitting. On occasion I will
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drastically alter the
reclaimed item and
blend it with a section
I have created; in these
cases their use is not
so apparent.”
Nik is passionate
about early science
fiction, the work of Jules
Verne and HG Wells
have been a constant
influence to him and
these, along with some
of his more unusual finds
in antique shops, provide
much of the inspiration
for his work. Nik’s pieces
range from the very
small to the remarkably
huge which sometimes
need a forklift to move
them!
“I enjoy the challenges
those larger pieces
create and it often
Juvenile turtle
pushes me to try new
processes and
techniques,” says Nik, who predominantly works to
commission.
“I have created hair pieces, brooches, lamps,
gates, shop signage and even door clasps for a
vintage Porsche. I am currently working on a Deaths
Head Moth for a customer and I have a commission
for a 7’ high abstract human figure to tackle in the
coming months.”

“Is there anything we’ve not talked about that
you’d like us to mention?” I ask Nik, and I am a little
surprised by his answer, it’s not quite what I’d
anticipated.
“To help support myself and my young family
during the time I was at college, as well as when
I started my new business, I taught modern jive
dancing two nights a week. This meant I could keep
my days free to push on with my craft.”
Well, he’s certainly versatile that man! You can
see more of Nik’s work online, although you may
need to visit one of the shows he’ll be exhibiting at
for a chance to get a glimpse of that jive dancing!

Recycle-Reclaim-Reuse

Makers Gallery

E: info@nikburns.com
www.nikburns.com
Nik plans to attend a number of events this year,
including:
5-8 May RHS Malvern Spring Festival www.rhs.org.uk
1-3 July The Big Arts Show, Shrewsbury
www.thebigartshow.co.uk
11-20 August Designer Crafts at the Mall, London
www.societyofdesignercraftsmen.org.uk
12 - 13 August Shrewsbury Flower Show
http://shrewsburyflowershow.org.uk
10 - 11 September The Big Arts Show, Milford, Surrey
www.thebigartshow.co.uk
24 - 25 September RHS Malvern Autumn Show
www.rhs.org.uk
He also regularly has work on show at:
Silk Top Hat Gallery, Ludlow
British Ironwork Centre, Oswestry
Jinney Ring Craft Centre, Bromsgrove

Fancy Tat

Val Hunt

Creative Recycling Artist
T: 02476 415087
E: valhunt_recycling@yahoo.co.uk
www.arthunt.co.uk
Val’s new educational exhibition
Reincarnated Rubbish - Endangered
and Extinct is on show at the
Shire Hall Gallery, Stafford
from March 12th - May 8th.
It is available to hire in 2017.

Janet Ransley & Claire Patchett
Sittingbourne, Kent
M: 07719 119553 & 07764 492054
E: admin@fancytat.org.uk
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/FancyTatCrafts
www.remadeinbritain.com/fancy-tat
Exhibiting at BCTF 2016 Stand No. 216
We are a mother and daughter partnership
specialising in creating new and beautiful
treasures by upcycling pre-loved
or neglected stuff!
In February 2013 we joined forces and
‘Fancy Tat’ became our way of showcasing
and sharing the upcycled loveliness of
our ever expanding collection.
All of the designing, cutting, melting,
staining, gluing and sewing is done by hand.
Our philosophy is to re-use wherever possible.

Makers Gallery Recycle-Reclaim-Reuse

Debbie Siniska

Textile Artist
East Sussex
M: 07738 470488
E: info@debbiesiniska.co.uk
www.debbiesiniska.co.uk
www.etsy.com/shop/DebbieSiniska
Rag Rug maker and feltmaker, artist and teacher, working with recycled and vintage textiles,
using traditional techniques and hand stitch. I teach in schools and colleges in the South East,
and run my own textile workshops in East Sussex. I will undertake commissions, teach a group
in your home, and host a ‘Hen Party’. Forthcoming events:
5 March: Seamless Feltmaking, Smallhythe Studio, Tenterden, Kent.
20 March: Rag Rugs Teacup Seat Mat, Mayfield.
11 April: Rag Rug making, Charleston, E.Sussex.
17 April: Nuno Felt Scarves, Sussex Guild Shop Events Room, Lewes.

Creative Recycling Gallery

Glennis Andrews and Fiona Norton
40 Beech Road, Chorlton, Manchester M21 9EL
www.creativerecycling.co.uk
T: 0161 881 4422
Contemporary Design in the Art of REcycling
Unique Framed Collage recycling waste
PAPER, GLASS, METALS, WOOD, CLOTH, PLASTIC
Wide range of ideas, and styles, all created
to a quality finish.

Leatherhead the Cuttlefish
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